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4 May 2026

For Immediate Release

CILTHK Supports to Prioritise the
Implementation of the Northern Metropolis Highway (San Tin Section)

The Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport in Hong Kong (CILTHK) supports
the Government’s implementation strategy of Northern Metropolis Highway (NM
Highway), and in particular, on prioritising the San Tin Section for commissioning by
2036. The NM Highway is a critical strategic transport infrastructure that underpins the
successful delivery of the Northern Metropolis (NM) by providing a continuous, high-
capacity east-west corridor across the NM districts in (i) facilitating traffic
redistribution between New Territories East and West, (ii)) unlocking land and
development potential, and (iii) boosting the logistics and transport economy.

Redistributing Traffic Between New Territories East and West: The NM Highway
will fundamentally restructure existing traffic patterns by providing a direct, high-
standard east—west trunk road linking NT East (e.g. Kwu Tung North / Fanling / Ta Kwu
Ling) with NT West (e.g. San Tin / Yuen Long / Hung Shui Kiu). It would divert through
traffic away from local roads, thereby alleviating congestion in existing and emerging
new land uses. The NM Highway would also enhance network resilience by providing
alternative routes during incidents, maintenance and extreme weather events.

From a transport planning perspective, the NM Highway serves as the backbone
distributor road for the Northern Metropolis, consistent with the Government’s strategic
direction outlined in the Transport Strategy Blueprint under the “Eight Vertical and
Eight Horizontal Corridors” transport infrastructure framework. Prioritising the San Tin
Section can further emphasis the early provision of strategic highway infrastructure,
helping to prevent congestion and enabling a more flexible response and timely
response to the traffic demands arising from new land uses in the Northern Metropolis.

Unlocking Land and Development Potential in the Northern Metropolis

The Northern Metropolis covers approximately 30,000 hectares and is planned to
accommodate 2.5 million population and creation of some 650,000 jobs. Efficient
transport connectivity is a fundamental prerequisite for realising development of this
scale. The NM Highway plays a pivotal enabling role by improving accessibility,
particularly in areas such as San Tin, Lok Ma Chau Loop, Ngau Tam Mei and parts of
Yuen Long South. It also unlocks significant development potential for logistics,
industrial uses, and innovation and technology uses. By adopting an innovative
approach of “Holistic Planning with Phased Implementation”, it allows different NM
districts to be brought forward in a coordinated and market-responsive manner.
Priortising San Tin Section aligns with ongoing planning for San Tin Technopole and
cross-boundary innovation and logistics activities.
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Supporting and Boosting the Logistics and Transport Economy

Hong Kong’s logistics and transport industry remains a pillar of the economy,
particularly in the context of regional integration within the Guangdong—Hong Kong—
Macao Greater Bay Area (GBA). The NM Highway will significantly enhance the
sector’s operational efficiency and competitiveness by strengthening cross-boundary
and GBA logistics connectivity as it provides direct and efficient connections to
boundary control points such as Huanggang and Shenzhen Bay. It also shortens travel
time for cross-boundary freight movements and improves network resilience, which
are critical for transport of high-value and time-sensitive goods.

CILTHK considers that the Northern Metropolis Highway is not merely a transport
project, but a strategic economic and spatial enabler for Hong Kong’s long-term
development. NM Highway is essential to achieving the Government’s vision of a
vibrant, competitive and well-connected northern growth engine. CILTHK therefore
supports the Government’'s commitment to the NM Highway and urges priority
implementation of the San Tin Section.

About The Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport in Hong Kong

The Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport in Hong Kong (CILTHK) is a major
branch of The Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport (CILT). The Chartered
Institute of Logistics and Transport (www.ciltinternational.org) is an organisation with
an established international pedigree with over 30,000 members working in over 100
countries. It was formed in the United Kingdom in 1919 and granted a Royal Chartered
in 1926.

CILTHK (www.cilt.org.hk) was set up in 1968 and is one of the CILT global chapters.
CILT is presented worldwide and we all share the common cause to promote and
advance the art and science of supply chain, logistics and transport. Currently, the
membership of CILTHK is around 2,000 and broadly ranges from experienced senior
managers to junior staff in the industries of shipping, logistics, airline, railway, road,
public transport, government, educational institutes and consultancy. The Institute
regularly organises professional programmes and activities for members, such as
seminars, forums, conferences, technical visits; formulates and implements
professional codes to ensure and uphold the professional standards in the industry.

Further Enquiry

Please feel free to contact 2866-6336 or by email at info@cilt.org.hk for any areas of
our suggestions that we can amplify further.
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