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Dear Colleagues,  

Wishing all readers a Blessed, Happy and 
Prosperous New Year. 

Despite the ongoing wars in Europe 
(Ukraine-Russia) and Mid-East (Israel vs 
HamasтHezbollahтIran), collapse of the 
Assad-led Syrian Government, heightened 
geopolitical, tariff  and trade-related 
tensions between USA and China, there are 
incipient signs of PEACE shoots emerging in 
both war  theatres.  There are little prospects 
for China-Taiwan and China-Philippines 
tensions abating soon.  Nearer home, 
ASEAN needs to be prepared for a further 
deterioration of the already dire civil war and 
security situation with the armed rebels 
making significant territorial gains against 
the ruling military junta. Reportedly, 3.5m 
people have been displaced and  Myanmar 
may need humanitarian aid sooner than 
later. Regional cross-border trade and 
supply chains could be adversely affected. 

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
estimates that world GDP could slide by 1 
percentage point by midт2025 or so if US 
implements its 10%  or more tariffs and the 
Euro Zone, China and others retaliate. The 
dominant US economy is unlikely to stall 
soon: recession concerns have ebbed but 
Inflationary fears are surfacing. The global 
macroeconomic situation, especially in  
Europe and China, is expected to be 
anaemic. India is likely to continue its steady 
economic growth; Southeast Asia is likely to 
outpace China in GDP and FDI growth in the 
near future  

PROTECTIONISM у Globalisation of free 
trade is receding. Protectionism is rising. 

Trade is increasingly between bilateral 
partners and  various regional trade blocks. 
National security considerations seem to 
matter more. Re-orchestration of global and 
regional supply chains will continue, with 
geographic shifts in manufacturing 
/production of key strategic, high technology 
industries. Governments and businesses 
will prioritise Food Security and Resilience 
of their food supply chains. Singapore is 
already strengthening and progressively 
improving its Food Supply Chain Resilience.  

COP29 у The successful Global Climate 
Diplomacy at the recently concluded COP29 
in Baku, Azerbaijan resulted in a US$300 
billion global financial deal to help poorer 
nations cope with the impacts of Climate 
Change. The COP29 Agreement means that 
the Paris Agreement 1.5 deg C warming limit 
is still alive. Climate diplomacy is about 
Global Energy Policy and Energy Security. 
fƣќƚШ ċĤŸƨƣШ ƖĲƽŔƖŔŰŊШ ƣőĲШwŸƖũĬќƚШenergy 
systems and national iŰƣĲƖĲƚƣƚЮШÉŔŰŊċƓŸƖĲќƚШ
Green Plan 2030 and multisector 
decarbonisation efforts will also require the 
private sector, especially SMEs, to diligently 
review, restructure and actively pursue end-
to-end GREEN SUPPLY CHAINS. 

 

SEMICONDUCTORS у Singapore  recently  
received a boost to its role as a critical node 
for the global semiconductor value chain, 
especially in the production of Speciality 
Chips. Visionpower Semiconductor 
Manufacturing Company (VSMC) held its 

 +6"7M?"@íN ?/NN"5/   
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ground breaking ceremony for its $10.5 
billion semiconductor plant in Tampines 
Wafer Park. VSMC will adopt a fully 
automated production model , integrating 
an automated Material Handling System and 
Quality Management through Artificial 
Intelligence applications. Singapore 
contributes about 10% of global 
semiconductor supply and PRODUCES 
about 20% of global semiconductor 
equipment annually. 

CYBERSECURITY у ÉŔŰŊċƓŸƖĲќƚШ 9ǃĤĲƖШ
Security Agency (CSA) plans to issue 
guidelines to ALL organisations, including 
SMEs, on QUANTUM SECURITY from 2025. 
The objective is to prepare for the day when 
hackers start using quantum computers to 
decrypt stolen and current data. Quantum 
computers reportedly have enough 
computational power to break encryption 
standards underlying most of the wŸƖũĬќƚШ
DATA and INFRASTRUCTURE today.  The 
USA National Institute of Standards & 
Technology has released the first three 
official cryptography standards for the 
quantum age. Essential service providers 
(e.g. healthcare, telecommunications, 
finance,  public utilities and Government 
agencies) handling sensitive and 
confidential data are being engaged and 
sensitised by CSA on adopting Quantum-
safe Cyber Defences, including preparing for 
migration encompassing Quantum-safe risk 
assessments. 

LAND (LTA/MRT) у The Land Transport 
Authority (LTA) announced an SBS Transit 
Rail and French transport company RATP 
Dev Asia Pacific joint venture has been 
appointed to operate the upcoming Jurong 
Region MRT Line (JRL) under a 11-Year (9 
plus 2 option)  $750m  Service Fee contract. 
This is the first time that a foreign operator 
ƽŔũũШĤĲШŔŰƻŸũƻĲĬШŔŰШÉŔŰŊċƓŸƖĲќƚШrail industry.  
The JRL (7th MRT line) will open in  3 phases 

from 2027 to 2029 with an initial ridership of 
200,000 daily. The  24-Station JRL will 
connect key areas in western Singapore i.e. 
Jurong  Industrial Estate, Jurong Innovation 
District and Nanyang Technological 
University. 

JB-SINGAPORE RTS LINK у Good progress 
has been made on the Installation of rail 
systems for the JB-Singapore RTS Link. In the 
next phase, tracks will be laid as well as 
signalling, communications and traction 
power systems. More than 80% of the civil 
infrastructure works have been completed 
on the Singapore side while 93% has been 
completed on the Malaysian side. The 
marine and land viaducts are almost 
completed. The RTS Link is slated for 
operations  by Dec 2026. It will carry up to 
10,000 pax an hour in each direction  
between Bukit Chagar and Woodlands 
North. For a seamless travel experience the 
CIQ facilities of both Singapore & Malaysia 
will be co-located in the same building in 
Woodlands North and in Bukit Chagar. 

BIGGEST INTEGRATED TRAIN & BUS 
DEPOT у  The East Coast Integrated Depot 
in Changi is slated to open in 2026. About 
98% of the structural and architectural 
works have been completed. The facility will 
house TRAIN DEPOTS serving three rail lines 
viz. DTL TEL and EWL, as well as a BUS 
DEPOT. The Hume MRT station on the 
Downtown Line will open in the second 
quarter of 2025  while the sixth stage of the 
Circle Line will open in the first half of 2026. 
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MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT у As part of the 
planned refresh of the Travel Smart Journeys 
scheme, first introduced in 2020, public 
transport users who shift their schedules to 
avoid the morning peak will receive up to 
80% in fare discounts. This scheme will help 
better manage peak-hour crowding on 
buses and trains, especially in  Northeast 
Singapore. For the first time the scheme will 
also include rail network especially on 
journeys beginning from Punggol, Sengkang, 
Buangkok and Hougang MRT stations on the 
NEL, and Punggol and Sengkang LRT. The 
scheme will also benefit NEL pax who shift 
their travel to either pre-peak or post-peak. 
Currently, rail pax enjoy fare discounts only 
if they tap in before 7.45am. Four new City 
Direct Bus services will start from January 
2025 serving Northeast residents to travel to 
Central Business District during peak hours. 
The new express routes are being introduced 
under the Bus Connectivity Enhancement 
Programme (BCEP).  

The MRT network chalked 2.2 million train-
km between failures (MKBF) for 12 months 
ending Nov 2024, an improvement from 2 
million train-km in Oct and 1.8 million train-
km in Sep 2024. The improved reliability 
came in the wake of the massive MRT 
breakdown between Jurong East and Buona 
Vista stations on the EWL in late Sep 2024. 
The Ministry will press on with the other rail 
projects, including Jurong Region and Cross 
Island lines slated to open in phases from 
2027 and 2030 respectively. 

 

LOGISTICS & E-COMMERCE у As part of 
the ]ŸƻĲƖŰůĲŰƣќƚШĲŉŉŸƖƣШƣŸШŔůƓƖŸƻĲШlast-mile 
delivery, f~? ќƚШPick Network has 
announced  plans to progressively  install 
150 parcel lockers at new housing estates 
i.e. Alkaff Oasis (Bidadari Park), Fernvale 
Glades (Sengkang West), Tampines Green-
Court (Tampines North), over the next 3 
years. Pick Network already operates 1,000 
lockers located at community clubs, 
housing estates and at various transport 
nodes. The average number of parcels 
dropped off at its lockers has increased from 
100 in 2021 to over 20,000 in 2024.  

Pick Network is working with two hospitals 
under - Tan Tock Seng Hospital and 
Woodlands Health - on the trial delivery of 
medicines. The Last Mile Delivery initiative 
also includes its Courier Hub scheme, 
piloted in 2021 and 2022. Courier 
companies can apply to use parking spaces 
at more than 50 HDB multi-storey carparks 
to support their delivery operations, 
including loading, unloading, sorting and 
despatch of parcels. 

AIR-AVIATION у The Civil Aviation Authority 
of Singapore (CAAS) has extended the User-
Preferred Routing trials, that allow pilots on 
selected flights to choose the most direct 
and fuel-efficient route, by another 6 
months. 38 routes between airports in 
Singapore, Indonesia, Australia and New 
Zealand were selected for the trials, which 
involved Singapore Airlines, Garuda, Qantas 
and Air New Zealand. The successful trials 
thus far have helped to shorten travel times 
and improved on-time performance, as well 
as optimised fuel consumption, reduced 
carbon emissions and reduced operating 
costs. CAAS and Japan Civil Aviation Bureau  
have also agreed to promote the use of UPR 
in the region.   
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MILITARY LOGISTICS 

CYBER DEFENCE - Soldiers from the 
Singapore Armed Forces and civilians from 
various agencies and key industries 
participated in a four-day Critical 
Infrastructure Defence Exercise recently. 
The Exercise scenarios involved identifying 
and stopping threats to operating systems 
on cloud and AI technology, and 6 other key 
services viz. power, water, gas, 5G network, 
airport, and rail systems. 200 participants, 
including Digital & Intelligence Service, 
Cyber Security Agency and 26 other 
agencies such as LTA, Government 
Technology Agency and PUB participated. 

TOTAL DEFENCE EXERCISE (Feb 2025) - 
Like the initial  Island wide Total Defence 
exercise last year, the planned Feb 2025 
exercise will involve simulated cyber and 
drone attacks, including large-scale 
disruptions caused by attacks on 
infrastructure, with a view to Improving 
ÉŔŰŊċƓŸƖĲќƚ emergency crisis preparedness 
and operational readiness.  

 

SINGAPORE CIVIL DEFENCE FORCE 
INTEGRATED COMMAND CENTRE у The 
~ċƖŔŰĲШ?ŔƻŔƚŔŸŰќƚШ~ċƖŔƣŔůĲШÉċŉĲƣǃЯШ~ċƖŔƣŔůĲШ
Fires, Marine Rescue and related Emergency 
Response Capabilities were recently 
enhanced with the new Integrated 
Command Centre. The Marine Division will 

also be able to support the Maritime Port 
Authority in OIL & CHEMICAL SPILL 
INCIDENTS, apart from managing marine 
chemical, biological and radiological 
incidents. 

HYBRID/GREY-ZONE WARFARE у The 
recent sabotage of the two undersea cables 
in the Baltic Sea underscores the fragility 
and vulnerability of the wŸƖũĬќƚШundersea 
cable network - 1.4 million km of cables 
owned by telecom and internet consortia. 
These are the invisible plumbing of the 
interconnected nations of the world 
transmitting data - emails, WhatsApp 
messages, Netflix streams and the likes of 
ChatGPT prompts. Disruptions of such 
undersea cables could also become serious 
recurring concerns in  East Asia and South 
China Sea. Near misses between coast 
guard and naval vessels in the South China 
Sea, tensions in the Taiwan Strait and dual 
usage port expansions are not uncommon in 
the   military and national security discourse 
in Southeast Asia. The invisible undersea 
Baltic Sea Cable style of sabotage may also 
become a real SECURITY threat in Southeast 
Asia, apart from vulnerabilities from trawling 
anchors, aquatic  life, sharks, and severe 
climatic disruptions. The US-China rivalry 
could also impinge on the undersea data 
cable networks in the South China Sea, 
Hong Kong and Taiwan. The new Bilfrost 
Fibre Optic Data Cable linking Singapore, 
Indonesia, Guam and US west coast will 
oblige Singapore to consider these cable 
risks and devise appropriate security 
protection and emergency contingency 
plans. 

Karmjit Singh  
Chairman  
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Meet the Council of Trustees 
Webinar by CILT International 
5 Feb 2025, 4.00pm (London) 

We are thrilled to announce the second 
edition of our exclusive online webinar 
series, offering CILT members a unique 
opportunity to connect directly with the 
Council of Trustees of CILT International. 
Engage with our esteemed leaders who 
shape and guide the activities of our 
Institute.  

Join us via Zoom, on 5 Feb 16.00 т 18.00 
GMT (Europe/London) where you will have 
the chance to: 

¶ Ask any pressing questions and 
present any queries for our 
ÑƖƨƚƣĲĲƚШċĤŸƨƣШ9fxÑќƚШċĦƣŔƻŔƣŔĲƚЯШ
initiatives and future plans  

¶ Gain further transparency and 
visibility into the workings of the 
Institute  

¶ Understand how the Council of 
Trustees supports individual 
members and the wider CILT 
community as a whole  

 

CILT Australia: Transcending        
the System Paradigm 

20 Feb 2024 

Join CILT Australia for the final instalment in 
their three-part series exploring, "The Role 
That Systems Thinking Can Play in 
Advancing the Supply Chain & Logistics 
Discipline ". 

 
 
 

 
REGISTER REGISTER 

https://ciltinternational.org/events/meet-the-council-of-trustees-webinar/
https://www.cilta.com.au/events/simple-registration?CalendarEventKey=ddba36d3-156b-407c-abfb-018fbdc26480
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CILTS WiLAT XMAS MIXER 2024 
џ?féEÅÉfÑòЮ҂Юf 9xÖÉf§ Ѡ 

10 DEC 2024 
We were greatly delighted to see an overwhelming gathering of CILTS and WiLAT 
members, associates and friends at our annual CILT Singapore + WiLAT SG Christmas 
Mixer!  The memorable event was held on 10 Dec 2024 at the historic The Arts House, 
Singapore.  Indeed, it was an enjoyable evening for all, offering everyone present a 
unique opportunity to network and celebrate with professionals in the logistics and 
transport sector in a festive and inspiring setting. 

We extend our heartfelt and warmest appreciation to our distinguished panel of 
speakers and all attendees for your dedicated and wonderful support!  

 

aBuzz 
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Panel speakers (seated) with (standing from left to right) Honorary Secretary Ivan Neo, 
2nd Vice Chairman and Global WiLAT Advisor Edward Lau, Chairman Karmjit Singh, 

WiLAT Singapore Chairperson Kelly Lee and 1st Vice Chairman Terry Tan. 
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