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¶ DOWNLOAD PDF file.  Open with Adobe Acrobat (recommended). 

¶ Current and past issues of CILT Buzz are downloadable at: 
https://www.cilt.org.sg/post/cilt -buzz-archive 

 

https://www.cilt.org.sg/post/cilt-buzz-archive
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Dear Colleagues,  

LOGISTICS / MILITARY уThe vibrant 

National Day celebrations brought great pride 

and joy to young and aged Singaporeans, with 

outstanding SAFôs military displays by the 

RSAF, RSN and ARMY.  The detailed 

planning and execution by  Military 

Logisticians helped enormously, yet again, in 

the successful staging of this annual national 

event. 

 

The Paris Olympics, was also a major 

international sports spectacle which entailed 

complex logistics and ñgreenò Supply Chain 

capabilities by the organisers.  Kudos to our 

young Olympic medal winners , and may they 

inspire even more sportsmen and women to 

greater heights in future. 

 

AIR у The CAAS has ñpioneeredò a ñUSER-

PREFERRED ROUTINGò Air Traffic 

Management Concept involving trials on 38 

flight routes operated by airlines of 4 countries, 

namely, Singapore, Indonesia, Australia and 

New Zealand i.e. Singapore Airlines, Garuda, 

Qantas and Air New Zealand.  

The proposed shorter and more direct flight 

routings help to optimise airspace utilisation, 

reduce travel time, reduce fuel burn and 

carbon emissions. IATA, as well as the Civil Air 

Navigation Services Organisation (which 

represents air traffic control providers), are 

signatories to the Collaboration Agreement 

signed by CAAS together with the Air Traffic 

Management authorities of the four countries 

supporting the trial flights. 

LAND у Malaysia has announced the Rapid 

Transit System (RTS) linking Johor Baru and 

Singapore has reached 83% completion. 

Once the current rail infrastructure work is 

completed, the system installation works - 

tracks, rolling stock, signalling systems and 

power supply ï will commence.  See page 22 

for feature on the RTS Link. 

MARITIME у The Baltic Exchange, in 

collaboration with Xinhua News Agency, 

announced the release of the 2024 Xinhua-

Baltic International Shipping Center 

Development Index (ISCDI) Report. Now in its 

11th year, the report ranks the worldôs leading 

shipping centres.  For the 11th consecutive 

year, Singapore was recognised as the worldôs 

leading shipping centre.  

 

 

 

 

Karmjit Singh 

Chairman 

 /I!Lwa!bΩ{ a9{{!D9   

Listen to this article 3 min 

https://safety4sea.com/singapore-remains-as-the-top-maritime-centre-for-11th-consecutive-year/
https://safety4sea.com/singapore-remains-as-the-top-maritime-centre-for-11th-consecutive-year/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z4LAmOiEmUULjoT1YGAfGCa5_t50K90W/view?usp=drive_link
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CILT INTERNATIONAL  

COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES WEBINAR 

3 SEPT 2024, 5.00 PM (SGT) 
 

 
 

We are excited to announce the first exclusive 

online webinar to meet with the Council of 

Trustees for CILT International, which guides 

and structures the Instituteôs activities. 

 

For CILT members only.  You will have the 

chance to: 

¶ Ask any pressing questions and 

present any queries for our Trustees 

about CILTôs activities, initiatives and 

future plans 

¶ Gain further transparency and visibility 

into the workings of the Institute 

¶ Understand how the Council of 

Trustees supports individual members 

and the wider CILT community as a 

whole 

REGISTER 

CILT UK WEBINAR: 

HUMANITARIAN LOGISTICS ï 

SUPPLY CHAIN RESILIENCE IN 

ACTION 

10 OCT 2024, 2.30 AM (SGT) 
 

 
 
Humanitarian actors today face a multitude of 

operational and environmental risks that can 

result in supply chain disruptions. Building 

resilient supply chains is key to ensuring the 

availability of life-saving commodities and 

begins with understanding the operating 

environment and the contextual factors that 

make them susceptible to disruptions. 

 

Registration for CILT members is free. For 

non-members registeration is £5.00 inc. VAT. 

 
REGISTER 

 
 

https://www.cilt.org.sg/events-2/cilt-international-webinar%3A--meet-the-council-of-trustees-webinar-by-cilt-international
https://www.cilt.org.sg/events-2/cilt-uk-webinar%3A-humanitarian-logistics-%E2%80%93-supply-chain-resilience-in-action
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SEE THE BUZZ:  

CILTS, Members & Friends 
 

CIVIL SERVICE COLLEGE / 

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

PROGRAMME 

 

At the invitation of the Civil Service 

College (CSC), a statutory board under the 

Public Service Division, CILTS 2nd Vice 

Chairman and Director of Business 

Development Edward Lau was a speaker at 

the Singapore Cooperation Programme 

on Supply Chain Management, conducted 

jointly by CSC and the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs.   

 

Mr Edward Lau spoke on óCurrent Trends in 

Supply Chain Managementô to 30 mid-to-

senior level government officials from 

developing countries in Asia, Africa, Europe 

and the Pacific Island States.  

 

 

MPA SINGAPORE SAFETY@SEA 

(SS@S) WEEK 

The 11th edition of the Singapore Safety@Sea 

(SS@S) Week returns with the theme óAll 

Hands On Deck: Safety First!ô. This annual 

event brings together the maritime community 

to discuss safety at sea and share best 

practices on #maritimesafety. 

 
 

A key highlight was the launch of the new 

Safer Seas Volunteer Programme (SSVP), 

with 17 volunteers appointed to support 

search and rescue (SAR) efforts in 

Singaporeôs waters. Developed by MPA with 

support from the pleasure craft community and 

marina managers, the SSVP provides 

volunteers with specialised training to assist in 

emergency situations. Under the programme, 

MPA may contact volunteers whose craft are 

in the vicinity of an incident to request their 

assistance to search and report sighting of 

man overboard (MOB) to MPA. 

 

Source: LinkedIn (MPA) 

 
WiLAT GLOBAL NEWSLETTER 

Our Women in Logistics and Transport 

(WiLAT) forum share the 12th edition of their 

global newsletter: Wings of Change 

 
 

 

SOON TO BE ANNOUNCED: 

ANOTHER NEW CILTS 

COLLABORATION 
 

Watch out for the exciting news on the 

CILTS website and next monthôs 

edition of CILT Buzz! 

 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=maritimesafety&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7231259697557778433
https://www.linkedin.com/company/mpasingapore/posts/?feedView=all
https://ciltinternational.org/news/wilat-global-newsletter-wings-of-change-issue-12/
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After the CrowdStrike IT Outage:  
Lessons Learned & Restoring Confidence  

People will remember July 19, 2024, for a long time, whether they are IT 
professionals or not. That day will become a part of technology folklore. The time for 
tactically focusing on recovery has passed. Technology leaders and professionals 
need to inspire confidence in stakeholders and the general public. They must be 
able to communicate the lessons of July 19th and what must be done т and not done 
т moving forward.  

Join this complimentary Gartner cyber risk webinar as a panel of Gartner experts 
leading the research on this incident offer the latest insights on addressing 
stakeholder concerns, avoiding overreaction, building better capacity for the 
inevitable next IT crisis and celebrating some success stories from the trenches. 
You will walk away from this session with answers to your vital questions and 
recommended actions to help you achieve your goals.   

¶ Address stakeholder concerns on the impact of the global IT outage  

¶ Build better capacity for the inevitable next IT crisis   

¶ Identify longer-range implications and remedies  

 

LOGISTICS & TRANSPORT DISRUPTION UPDATE 

WATCH WEBINAR  (1 hr) 

SOURCE Gartner 

https://webinar.gartner.com/632254/agenda/session/1396390?login=ML
https://webinar.gartner.com/632254/agenda/session/1396390?login=ML
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PURSUE CPL & SCPD PROFESSIONAL 
CERTIFICATES WITH SKILLSFUTURE 

Use Your SkillsFuture Credits ш Pay No Cash* 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ÖƓШƣŸШΦΜӖШ]ŸƻĲƖŰůĲŰƣШÉƨĤƚŔĬǃШŉƖŸůШÉťŔũũƚ[ƨƣƨƖĲ 
òŸƨШƓċǃШŸŰũǃШҘΣΟЮΡΜШƓĲƖШÉ9Â?ШůŸĬƨũĲШыÖÂаШҘΡΠΡьйШƽŔƣőШǃŸƨƖШÉťŔũũƚ[ƨƣƨƖĲШ9ƖĲĬŔƣƚ 

*Subject to SkillsFuture eligibility 

PROGRAMME STRUCTURE 

The CILTS Supply Chain Professional Development (SCPD) Programme comprises two levels, 

the Advanced Professional Certificate (four modules: SCPD05-08) and the Professional 

Certificate (four modules: SCPD01-04).  The SCPD modules, progressively updated to keep 

abreast of advancements in the industry, have a substantial fit with the Skills Framework for 

Logistics published by SkillsFuture, a Singapore Government initiative and the Key Knowledge 

Areas published by CILT International.  

The syllabus for the Advanced Professional Certificate level also addresses the knowledge 

competency for the Certified Professional Logistician (CPL) certification, which is exclusively 

awarded by CILT Singapore.  CPL candidates taking the four advanced SCPD modules shall 

proceed to sit for the CPL Examination upon meeting eligibility conditions of work experience 

and qualifications.  Successful candidates shall be awarded the CPL certificate. 

 
Click on image for more information: 

Enrol for SCPD Certified Professional Logistician (CPL) SCPD modules 

Enquiries: secretariat@cilt.org.sg 

 

COURSE FEES PER SCPD MODULE 

/t[ w9b9²![ 
Successful completion of an SCPD module is accepted as proof of 

Continuous Professional Development for CPL renewal. 

!ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ b¢¦/ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ό¦¢!tύ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎΦ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RoQnST_b73iGB4TWTSZx1kgOidI_d5pT/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bBb4uGC4mY6fXEOqh3J75zDO5tMmn5Xg/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11ntfybhTUEJp1jpKe-LngYkLPrB9aACQ/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.cilt.org.sg/training-programmes
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hDhGMAWsM8qVEjQueOEfdkHR3dUsLImI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hDhGMAWsM8qVEjQueOEfdkHR3dUsLImI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hDhGMAWsM8qVEjQueOEfdkHR3dUsLImI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/167nS1Z-5vMC3Mo6OfQ9rNIfhKVCbZn-A/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/167nS1Z-5vMC3Mo6OfQ9rNIfhKVCbZn-A/view?usp=drive_link
mailto:secretariat@cilt.org.sg
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SkillsFuture credits can be used for 
more than 30,000 new online 

courses from Aug 28 
Starting from Aug 28, Singaporeans can access more than 30,000 new courses on two 

online learning platforms using their SkillsFuture credits.  

Learners can offset a 12-month subscription fee on Coursera and Udemy Business to 

get access to courses on topics such as data science, business management and 

artificial intelligence (AI).   

The Coursera subscription gives access to more than 7,700 courses, 2,500 guided 

projects ï tutorials for new skills ï and 130 professional certificates, while Udemyôs 

subscription will give access to 27,000 online courses. 

Singaporeans aged 25 and above can offset the subscription fee s for the 

two platforms by using the SkillsFuture opening credit of $500 and the 

one -off top -up of $500 given in 2020.   The subscriptions can be claimed 

via the MySkillsFuture  portal.  

 

 

 
Use Your SkillsFuture Credits  

for CILTS Supply Chain Professional 
Development (SCPD) Programme 

 

Each SkillsFuture -subsid ised SCPD module 
(SCPD01-08) costs only $63.501 / $163.502 

payable through SkillsFuture credits  
 

1  Singapore citizens aged 40 and above 
2  Singapore citizens aged below 40, and Permanent Residents 

(more details on SCPD on page 7) 

SOURCE The Straits Times 

https://www.myskillsfuture.gov.sg/content/portal/en/index.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/skillsfuture-credits-can-be-used-for-more-than-30000-new-online-courses-from-aug-28
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For more career search: 

SOURCE My Careers Future 

~òШ9 ÅEEÅШÂ§ÅÑ x 

https://www.mycareersfuture.gov.sg/job/logistics/supply-chain-solutions-senior-marketing-manager-ups-asia-group-cb053747b5f4acc4c7cea76006677dae?source=MCF&event=Search
https://www.mycareersfuture.gov.sg/job/information-technology/technology-specialist-%E2%80%93-finance-supply-chain-microsoft-regional-sales-0f6fe194f5f9458bb3ce5e06a154bef5?source=MCF&event=Search
https://www.mycareersfuture.gov.sg/job/logistics/procurement-supply-chain-director-office-productivity-solution-82b4cc51df78f32b99641385060c9f1f?source=MCF&event=Search
https://www.mycareersfuture.gov.sg/job/logistics/director-supply-chain-isg-starz-advise-management-a53975361ed273fa8649215154fbb737?source=MCF&event=Search
https://www.mycareersfuture.gov.sg/job/healthcare/head-demand-supply-planning-ah-hp-ropu-askan-boehringer-ingelheim-singapore-9a6a8074704bbc9ed5b723d8739a3dfd?source=MCF&event=Search
https://www.mycareersfuture.gov.sg/job/logistics/regional-supply-chain-manager-gme-chemicals-5d4b20180a7bdea64ec85f78d7525846?source=MCF&event=Search
https://www.mycareersfuture.gov.sg/search?search=supply%20chain&sortBy=relevancy&page=0
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Talent Acquisition - 
Human Resources 
 
CILTS Board Director for Corporate 
Membership, Mr Eddie Sng, Supply Chain 
Consultant and former Managing Director of 
Agility International Logistics, shares his 
thoughts and perspectives on Human 
Resources. 
 
Employees join companies but people work for 
people. In the race for talent acquisition, the 
name of the game is now talent retention ahead 
of talent acquisition. 
 
Post COVID pandemic, the workforce 
landscape has changed forever. Long serving 
staff are leaving their leaving their careers 
behind and it is even more difficult to hire new 
talent. So, when a company is successful in 
ċĦƕƨŔƖŔŰŊШŰĲƽШƣċũĲŰƣЯШƣőĲШƕƨĲƚƣŔŸŰШŰŸƽШŔƚШљcŸƽШ
ĬŸШƽĲШťĲĲƓШƣőĲůШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШĦŸůƓċŰǃењ 
 
Company culture and leadership are critical in 
ƣŸĬċǃќƚШĲŰƻŔƖŸŰůĲŰƣШ- more so in the age of Gen 
Z employees and social media. 
 
Many managers today are the "baby boomers" 
and those called Gen X. Their outlook in life and 
work is vastly different from the current Gen Z. 
Adaptation and expectation management is 
critical on both parts. For the Boomer manager, 
they have to understand the mindset of the Gen 
Z worker. Likewise, the Gen Z worker needs to 
pay attention when speaking with a Boomer 
manager. Both parties need to give-and-take in 
order to create a positive working environment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next comes leadership by example - what you 
say versus what you do it critical. Gen Zs will 
question and challenge and if they are not 
satisfied, they leave. Leaders may establish a 
ƚĲƣШŸŉШƻċũƨĲƚШĤƨƣШŔŉШƣőĲǃШĬŸŰќƣШƓƖċĦƣŔse what they 
preach, or worse, go against what they 
ĲƚƓŸƨƚĲЯШƣőĲШƚƣċŉŉШƽŔũũШťŰŸƽШŔƣќƚШŢƨƚƣШċШƚőŸƽЮ  
 
Similarly, there is no place for favouritism 
because it builds camps and cliques and 
promotes office politics. And when the 
company is an SME with less than 30 
employees, how the leader behaves is even 
more visible and open to criticism. Why is one 
group more important than another? 
Regardless of designation or department, all 
ĲůƓũŸǃĲĲƚШůƨƚƣШĤĲШƣƖĲċƣĲĬШƣőĲШƚċůĲЮШfƣќƚШĲċƚǃШ
to say, but definitely difficult to put into 
practice. But we try. 
 
Back to my original statement - employees join 
companies but people work for people. 
Humility, compassion, transparency and 
integrity goes a long way in being a good 
manager/leader. Only then will they be able to 
retain good employees and grow the company. 
 
Think about it this way - when was the last time 
you quit a job and was the reason for leaving 
ĤĲĦċƨƚĲШŸŉШƣőĲШĦŸůƓċŰǃќƚШƓŸũŔĦǃШŸƖШĬŔƖĲĦƣŸƖШŸƖШ
was it because of an individual managing the 
company?  What do you think? 
 

 

 

 

INSIGHTS 
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THE CAUSEWAY  
A Lasting Link 

Between Two Neighbours 
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The JohorтSingapore Causeway is a 1.056-kilometre causeway consisting of a 
combined railway and motorway crossing that links Singapore to Malaysia.   It is one 
ŸŉШ ƣőĲШ ƽŸƖũĬќƚШ ĤƨƚŔĲƚƣШ ĤŸƖĬĲƖШ ĦƖŸƚƚŔŰŊƚЯШ ƽŔƣőШ ΟΣΜЯΜΜΜШ ƣƖċƻĲũũĲƖƚШ ċŰĬШ ΝΜΜЯΜΜΜШ
vehicles daily.   The causeway also serves as a water pipeline  between the two 
countries.  Since March 2022, both countries have permitted pedestrians to walk 
along the Causeway by foot,  but this is not a common occurrence.  

1.  Historical Context  

The JohorтSingapore Causeway, affectionately known as the "Wooden Bridge" in its 
early days, emerged as a testament to human ingenuity and cooperation. 
Constructed during the British colonial era, it symbolized the shared aspirations of 
Singapore and Johorуa bridge across time and space that would shape their 
destinies. 

2.  The Physical Link 

The Causeway spans the Johor Strait, connecting Woodlands in Singapore to Johor 
Bahru in Malaysia. Its 1,056-meter length stands as a tangible link between the two 
territories.  But its significance extends far beyond mere concrete and steel. 

3.  Facilitating Cross -Border Movement  

Before the pandemic, the Causeway buzzed with activity. Daily commutersу
workers, students, and familiesуcrossed its expanse, weaving a complex social 
fabric. Here's how it facilitated movement: 

Á Daily Commutes:  Over 300,000 people traversed the Causeway daily, 
commuting to jobs, schools, and medical facilities. 

Á Trade and Commerce: Trucks laden with goods rumbled across, ensuring a 
steady flow of supplies. 

Á Tourism and Leisure:  Travelers explored both sides, savouring diverse cuisines, 
shopping, and cultural experiences. 

4.  The Supply Chain Nexus 

 a)  Food Security 

      Johor plays a pivotal role in Singapore's food security. Let's delve into specifics: 

Á Eggs: Johor produces a significant portion of Singapore's eggs. These humble oval 
wonders sustain breakfast tables across the island. 

Á Palm Oil and Fruits: The Causeway channels palm oil, tropical fruits, and 
vegetables into Singapore's bustling markets. 

Á Tubers, Pork, and Fish: Johor's fertile soil yields tubers, while its farms raise pork 
and harvest fish for Singaporean tables. 

Listen to this article 5 min 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aqueduct_(water_supply)
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1agjtL4wpXaI_P4xFQEJNVuVYAZ3qWHuA/view?usp=drive_link
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 b)  High-Value Shipments  

      Beyond sustenance, the Causeway facilitates high-value exports: 

Á Flowers: Johor's flower farms bloom with vibrant orchids and other blossoms. 
These delicate blooms find their way to international markets via Changi Airport. 

Á Ornamental Fish: Aquaculture thrives in Johor. Exquisite ornamental fishу
swirling with coloursуembark on global journeys from Singapore's ports.  

  c)   Intermediate Inputs  

Singapore's manufacturing and logistics sectors rely on Johor's intermediate inputs. 
Raw materials, components, and machinery traverse the Causeway, powering 
industries on both sides.  

5. Economic Synergy 

Strategic symbiosis between Johor and Singapore.  Their economies intertwine: 

Á Manufacturing: Singapore's precision engineering and electronics benefit from 
Johor's proximity. 

Á Logistics and Warehousing: Johor's logistics hubs support Singapore's global 
trade. 

Á Tourism: Visitors explore Legoland, Iskandar Puteri, and the vibrant streets of 
Johor Bahru. 

Á Workers travel between Malaysia and Singapore for their jobs. 
Á Education and Health Services: Students and patients access educational 

institutions and medical facilities on either side. 
Á Shopping and Leisure: People explore shopping opportunities and leisure 

activities. 
Á Gateway to the World: The Causeway acts as a gateway to destinations beyond 

Singapore and Johor. 

6. Challenges and Adaptations  

The Causeway isn't without challenges. Traffic congestion, maintenance, and 
security concerns persist. Yet, both nations adapt. The upcoming Rapid Transit 
System (RTS) link promises seamless rail connectivity, easing congestion and 
enhancing cross-border mobility. 

The JohorтSingapore Causeway transcends its physical form. It's a conduit of 
dreams and a lifeline for millions.  The Causeway stands as a testament to cross -
border cooperation, enabling the flow of essential goods, services and people уa 
ũŔŉĲũŔŰĲШƣőċƣШĦŸŰƣŔŰƨĲƚШƣŸШƚőċƓĲШĤŸƣőШŰċƣŔŸŰƚќШĬĲƚƣŔŰŔĲƚЮШШ 

A LASTING LINK BETWEEN 2 NEIGHBOURS.  As it enters its second century, may it 
continue to bridge hearts, minds and futures.  
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Birth of a Vital Link 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Background and conception  

[ƖŸůШƣőĲШΝΦƣőШĦĲŰƣƨƖǃЯШ~ċũċǃċќƚШĦŸůůŸĬŔƣŔĲƚШƚƨĦőШċƚШƣŔŰЯШƖƨĤĤĲƖЯШƓĲƓƓĲƖШċŰĬ gambier were 
largely shipped through the port at Singapore, a British colony.  These materials were trans-
shipped across the Johor Straits by ferry.  The early 1900s saw a rise in cross-straits traffic of 
both goods and passengers, and the ferry system grew increasingly congested. 

By 1911, the demand for the ferries was so high that they had to be operated round the 
clock.  The volume of traffic and high maintenance costs of the ferries led the colonial 
authorities to search for an alternative system.  

 In 1917, the British government commissioned consultant engineer Coode, Fitzmaurice, 
Wilson & Mitchell to prepare plans for the causeway, which were presented to the FMS, Straits 
Settlements (SS) and Johor governments in 1918. 

Construction  

fŰШsƨŰĲШΝΦΝΦЯШƣőĲШĦŸũŸŰŔċũШċƨƣőŸƖŔƣŔĲƚШċƽċƖĬĲĬШƣőĲШĦŸŰƣƖċĦƣШŉŸƖШƣőĲШ9ċƨƚĲƽċǃќƚШĦŸŰƚƣƖƨĦƣŔŸŰШƣŸШ
Topham, Jones & Railton, a London-based engineering firm.   The Causeway was the largest 
engineering venture in Malaya then.   The quarry on Pulau Ubin was re-opened to supply rubble 
and crushed stone, and the granite supply was later boosted by stone from the Bukit Timah 
quarry.  

Listen to this article 4 min 

https://www.nlb.gov.sg/main/article-detail?cmsuuid=ab23f39e-9874-4ff8-b840-05954249aa2b
https://www.nlb.gov.sg/main/article-detail?cmsuuid=b0d91ecc-3de3-4e79-a132-b2d0d886bb98
https://www.nlb.gov.sg/main/article-detail?cmsuuid=b0d91ecc-3de3-4e79-a132-b2d0d886bb98
https://www.nlb.gov.sg/main/article-detail?cmsuuid=54216697-a4d1-4f2e-97ed-9a6c14857bad
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VrbyXCZ5GCYmq2qcEHwkGaHjaRoWnkJd/view?usp=drive_link
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fŰШ ƓƖŔũШΝΦΞΜЯШċШĦĲƖĲůŸŰǃШƽċƚШőĲũĬШƣŸШůċƖťШƣőĲШũċǃŔŰŊШŸŉШƣőĲШ9ċƨƚĲƽċǃќƚШŉŸƨŰĬċƣŔŸŰШƚƣŸŰĲЮ  The 
ceremony culminated in the emptying of the first two loads of rubble containing some 500 tons 
of granite into the straits. 

Opening 

The straits were sealed up by June 1923 and the Causeway was opened to goods trains from 17 
September.   On 1 October, the Causeway was opened for public use and the first passenger 
train that travelled across it arrived at the Tank Road station in Singapore at 7.41 am.  A 
Causeway toll, which amounted to 40 cents for first-class carriage passengers, replacing the 
ferry fee, was introduced.  

§ŉŉŔĦŔċũũǃШŸƓĲŰĲĬШŸŰШΞΥШsƨŰĲШΝΦΞΠЯШƣőĲШ9ċƨƚĲƽċǃќƚШĦŸŰƚƣƖƨĦƣŔŸŰШŔŰƻŸũƻĲĬШůŸƖĲШƣőċŰШΞЯΜΜΜШ
workers, both locals and Europeans, over nearly five years and used 1,599,900 cubic yards 
(1.22 million cu m) of stone.   

§ŰШΞΥШsƨŰĲШΝΦΞΠЯШƣőĲШ9ċƨƚĲƽċǃќƚШŸŉŉŔĦŔċũШŸƓĲŰŔŰŊШĦĲƖĲůŸŰǃШƽċƚШőĲũĬШŔŰШsŸőŸƖШ7ċőƖƨЯШċŰĬШċШ
public holiday was declared there.  During the ceremony, the Malay rulers and British officials 
were the first to be driven across it in a convoy of 11 motorcars, after which the roadway was 
opened for public use. 

Japanese Occupation and the post -war period  

During the Japanese invasion of Malaya, retreating British troops set off two explosions on the 
Causeway on 31 January 1942.  ÑőĲШŉŔƖƚƣШƽƖĲĦťĲĬШƣőĲШũŸĦťќƚШũŔŉƣ-bridge, while the second caused 
a 21.33-metre gap in the Causeway.  The pipelines carrying water to Singapore were also 
severed. The Japanese subsequently constructed a girder bridge over the gap before taking 
control of Singapore. 

Independence period  

[ŸũũŸƽŔŰŊШÉŔŰŊċƓŸƖĲќƚШƚĲƓċƖċƣŔŸŰШŉƖŸůШ~ċũċǃƚŔċШŔŰШ ƨŊƨƚƣШΝΦΣΡЯШƣőĲШ9ċƨƚĲƽċǃШĤĲĦċůĲШƣőĲШ
border connector between the two countries.  Immigration checkpoints were built on both 
sides, with passport controls implemented on the Singapore side from June 1967 and on the 
Malaysian side from September. 

Expansions 

In 1964, the Causeway was broadened.  It was further widened in 1976, and again from 1989 to 
1991, to accommodate the growing traffic. Customs and immigration facilities on both sides 
were also expanded several times, with these expansions being accommodated through land 
reclamation.    

SOURCE National Library Board 

https://www.nlb.gov.sg/main/article-detail?cmsuuid=74fd954b-2970-4c10-a74f-5df4c22eee28
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How the Causeway 
evolved over 100 years 

How did people and goods travel across the Johor Strait before the Causeway 
existed?   They went by rail and ferry boats.  
 
Passengers in Singapore had to disembark in Woodlands on the Singapore-Kranji 
Railway, and then board ferry boats to cross the Johor Strait.  There were two steam-
powered ferry boats т one named Singapore and the other Johore.  Each ferry could take 
up to 160 passengers.  By 1912, a third ferry, named Ibrahim, was deployed. 
 

 

A ferry boat at the Johor jetty. 
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Wagon ferries, or train ferries, were introduced in mid-1909 to keep up with demand and 
ease congestion.  Used initially for transporting goods across the Johor Strait, they were 
barges specially outfitted with railway tracks and were capable of transporting whole 
train carriages. 
 

 

Each wagon ferry could carry six train carriages per trip. 
 
In 1919, construction of a causeway commenced .   ÑőĲШ9ċƨƚĲƽċǃќƚШŉŸƨŰĬċƣŔŸŰШŔƚШ
made mostly of rubble and crushed stone from Pulau Ubin, which were cheaper 
alternatives to steel that would have been used to build a bridge.  
 
A stone causeway would also be more resistant to bombing if it were attacked during a 
war.   Construction was officially completed on June 11, 1924  т three months ahead 
of time.  It was then the largest engineering project undertaken in Malaya. 
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The total cost of construction т about 17 million Straits dollars т was borne jointly by the 
governments of the FMS, Johor and Straits Settlements. 

 

How the original Causeway looked in 1924.   

The original Causeway was 1.056km long and 18.3m wide. It was made with more than 
1.15 million cubic m of rubble, quarried from Bukit Timah and Pulau Ubin.  There was a 
single  motorway track, a footway and a  railway track.  
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The lock channel and lifting bridge were built to allow small vessels to pass through 
the Johor Strait.   Today, the lifting bridge and lock channel no longer exist. They were 
destroyed by British explosives during World War II to prevent Japanese troops from 
advancing. 
 

 
 

 

The Lock Channel on the Johor side.   
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During World War II, parts of the Causeway were blown up to prevent Japanese troops 
from advancing. 

Reports indicate there were two great explosions т ŸŰĲШƽƖĲĦťĲĬШљƣőĲШƚƣĲĲũƽŸƖťШũŸĦťШ
ƚǃƚƣĲůњШċŰĬШƣőĲШƚĲĦŸŰĬШĤũĲƽШċШΞΝů-wide gap in the Causeway itself (see photo below).  
The second demolition also severed the pipeline carrying water from Malaysia into 
Singapore. 

 
 

From 1967, travellers crossing the border from either side were required to carry 
passports and have them stamped on their entry and exit. To coincide with the launch of 
immigration control, special 64-page passports were issued to Singaporeans and were 
valid for travel only between Singapore and West Malaysia. 

However, it was not until 1964 that work to widen the Causeway began. Between 1964 
and 1988, the Causeway was widened three times to cope with the increased volume of 
trade and human traffic. It was further widened between 1989 and 1991. 

But the most significant move was between 1974 and 1976, when the Causeway was 
expanded from three to six lanes. 

One development was the special lane for lorries carrying perishable goods from 
Malaysia to Singapore. There were 50 to 60 such lorries plying the route every day.  The 
special lane was implemented in 1985, allowing lorries to use it between 6am and 8am. 
Today, there are dedicated lanes for heavy vehicles such as lorries and buses. 
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A heavy traffic jam on the Causeway before it was widened in 1976. 
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In 1998, the Second Link was built, becoming the second vehicular link between the two 
countries. The Second Link т a 1.9km-long bridge linking Tuas in north-west Singapore 
to Tanjung Kupang in Gelang Patah, located in south-west Johor т opened without much 
fanfare. 

The Johor Bahru-Singapore RTS Link, which is slated to be completed in 2026, will 
facilitate the flow of people using public transport. However, those travelling in motor 
vehicles, as well as trucks carrying food supplies and goods, will still have to use the 
Causeway or the Second Link. 
 
 
  

SOURCE The Straits Times 

https://www.straitstimes.com/multimedia/graphics/2024/01/rts-construction/index.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/multimedia/graphics/2024/06/causeway-100-years/index.html
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JB-SG RTS LINK  

New link will ease traffic congestion  
 

 
A railway viaduct is taking shape across the Strait of Johor.  A trestle bridge has also been erected.  

To alleviate traffic congestion on the Causeway and Tuas Second Link, especially 
during festive seasons, the Johor BahruтSingapore Rapid Transit System (RTS) Link 
will run in a north -south direction connecting Bukit Chagar station on the Malaysian 
side and Woodlands North station on the Singaporean side.   

Passenger operation is expected to commence by January 2027 and is projected to 
reduce traffic on the  Causeway by at least 35%, with an estimated 10,000 
passengers per hour in each direction.   

As of July 2024, the RTS Link rail infrastructure  is 83 % completed. 

The RTS Link is a light rail stretching 4km. The project is estimated to cost $2.9 billion.  
Touted as a game changer by both the Singapore and Malaysia governments, the rail 
shuttle service is expected to ease traffic congestion on the Causeway, an issue that has 
frustrated hundreds of thousands of daily commuters and day-trippers for years. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Causeway
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2024/08/20/rts-link-progress-in-johor-bahru-reaches-83
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The RTS route 

The four-carriage RTS Link train will travel between the underground Woodlands North 
station in Singapore and the above-ground terminus at Bukit Chagar, which is next to the 
JB checkpoint.  Travelling at about 80kmh, it will complete the journey in just six 
minutes.   Train frequency is expected to be 3.6 minutes during peak hours.   On the 
Singapore side, passengers will be able to transfer from the RTS Link to the Thomson-
East Coast Line (TEL) via an underground link, without needing to exit the station. 
 

 

To expedite arrivals, a single-point clearance immigration system  has been proposed. 
According to ÉŔŰŊċƓŸƖĲќƚШ xċŰĬШ ÑƖċŰƚƓŸƖƣШ ƨƣőŸƖŔƣǃЯШ ƣőĲƖĲШ ƽŔũũШ ĤĲШ ŢŸŔŰƣШ 9ƨƚƣŸůƚЯШ
Immigration and Quarantine facilities at both RTS stations.  Passengers will need to clear 
both Singapore and Malaysia immigrations only at the point of departure. 
 

 
  ƖƣŔƚƣќƚШŔůƓƖĲƚƚŔŸŰШŸŉШƣőĲШÅÑÉШxŔŰťШìŸŸĬũċŰĬƚШ ŸƖƣőШƚƣċƣŔŸŰЮ        ƖƣŔƚƣќƚШŔůƓƖĲƚƚŔŸŰШŸŉШƣőĲШÅÑÉШxŔŰťШ7ƨťŔƣШ9őċŊċƖШƚƣċƣŔŸŰЮ 
 
 

 
SOURCE The Straits Times 

https://www.straitstimes.com/multimedia/graphics/2023/12/rts-link/index.html?shell
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RTS Link at a glance 

Á Rapid transit system between Bukit 
Chagar (Johor Bahru, Malaysia) and 
Woodlands North (Singapore)  

Á Approximately 4 km long: 2.7 km in 
Malaysia, 1.3 km in Singapore 

Á Served by 8 sets of 4-car light metro 
trains; maintenance depot at Wadi 
Hana (Malaysia) 

Á Co-located customs at each end  
Á Operated by an SMRT-Prasarana joint 

venture  
Á Maximum capacity of 10,000 

passengers per hour per direction  
 
 

Video preview of RTS Link 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Click on image to view 

 
 

WATCH VIDEO  (4:52 min) 






























